
   WHAT ABOUT THE FAMILY  
FUNERAL MEAL? 

The Women of the Church (WOC) 
are willing to provide a meal in your 
home for your family members on 
the day of the funeral. If 
circumstances prevent the meal 
being served in your home, the 
Small Dining Room in Jackson Hall 
may be used as an alternative site 
for up to 32 immediate family 
members at no charge. Someone 
from the WOC will contact you 
about this. 

 
WHAT ABOUT VISITATION? 

Visitations are commonly held the 
day before the service in a funeral 
home.   
If you wish, and scheduling 
permits, this time of greeting 
friends can be held in the Atrium or 
Jackson Hall depending on 
availability.  
Refreshments (hors d’œuvres, 
beverages, etc.) can be ordered 
and paid for by the family. These 
arrangements can be made by our 
kitchen staff or by an outside 
caterer.   
Alternatively, if scheduling permits, 
a similar reception may be held 
following the services.    

Bereavement  
Planning  

Guidelines 

 1. Call the pastoral care phone 
number 513-7931 to reach the  
minister. He can help you notify 
family members if you need 
assistance. He can bring comfort 
and help to you and can notify 
those in the church who can come 
to your aid.  
 
2. Call the funeral home of your 
choice. Later, they will ask you to 
come and meet with the funeral 
director and make choices about 
the service and burial times. The 
pastor may accompany you if 
needed. 
 
3. Select  a final resting place if 
you have not already done so. 
Keep in mind the coming 
generations who will be interested 
in the life and character of your 
loved one. 
 
4. Put your trust in God to help you 
through this painful time.  The 
following passages will help you to 
experience the Lord’s help, 
comfort and strength. 
 
Psalm 1  John 14:1-6 
Psalm 23   I Corinthians 2:9 
Psalm 24     II Corinthians 5 
Psalm 27  Romans 8:35-39 
Psalm 34  I Peter 1 
Psalm 57  Revelation 22 
Psalm 139 

IN THE EVENT OF A DEATH,  
WHAT MUST I DO? 
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INTRODUCTION  
We have prepared some brief 
answers to questions we often 
ask when we lose a loved one 
and a funeral must be planned.  
It may be helpful to read over 

these notes just 
now before any 
need arises. This 
may help you to 
have some things 
already in mind 
when you find 
yourself having to 

make many practical decisions 
and plans at a time when you 
feel least able to make them and 
uppermost in your mind is the 
loss of a beloved family member 
or friend. 
 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE 
OF A SERVICE?  

A funeral service is one of God’s 
ways of bringing us comfort when 
we are mourning. The Scriptures, 
prayers and hymns, the 
recollections and meditations in 
the company of family and 
friends can help to support and 
strengthen us in our sorrow. We 
can give thanks to God and 
remember all that our loved one 
has meant to us.  Our children 
and grandchildren can learn 
about the life of someone they 
especially loved. It can be a very 
memorable moment in their lives. 
The service can also be an 
important transition point for us 
as we begin to look forwards. It 
can bring a sense of gratitude for 
the past and courage for the 
future as we begin to cope with 
our loss.  

WHERE SHOULD A FUNERAL  
TAKE PLACE?  

Your church, where many happy 
experiences have taken place, is a 
natural and appropriate place to 
celebrate, take comfort and 
remember our loved one. The 
Sanctuary seats 900 and the 
Chapel seats 120 and are open to 
you without any charge.   
In many ways it may be preferable 

to a funeral home 
simply because the 
building carries so 
many associations of 
our lives together. 
Graveside services are 
sometimes preferred 
for brevity and 

simplicity, and may be the 
expressed wish of the deceased. 
Remember as you think about this 
that often weather conditions may 
create an inconvenience and there 
may be limited accessibility for 
those with mobility challenges. In 
making some of these decisions it 
will be helpful to have some sense 
of what will be wisest and most 
helpful to your family.  Simplicity 
and comfort are often important 
considerations. 
 

IS A GRAVESITE IMPORTANT?  
Yes, God’s people have used burial 
places from the most ancient 

times. God 
Himself buried 
Moses. The place 
of burial may 
eventually be 
marked by an 

appropriate memorial. It can be a 
comfort to loved ones to be able to 
go to the grave from time to time.   

WHAT DO I SAY WHEN FRIENDS 
COME TO CALL ?  

Thank them sincerely for their 
kindness. They may not feel they 
really know what to say. Receive 
their hugs and handshakes as 
comfort from the Lord for your 

strengthening. 
 Don’t be afraid to 
talk about your 
family member who 
has died. That will 
help visitors in turn 
to tell you things 
that will encourage 

and comfort you. Their kind words 
about your loved one can bring 
encouragement and even thankful 
joy for the blessings the Lord has 
given you. 
 

HOW LONG WILL  
DEEP SORROW LAST? 

 
Be patient with yourself. Don’t be 
afraid to cry or tell God how you 
feel. Seek him in prayer and ask 
for his comforting help. It may be 
months before you feel like 
yourself again, but that is not 
unusual. If the sorrow persists in a 
deep and agonizing way, beyond 
that point, it would be important 
to speak to one of the pastors and 
find some special help. 
Bereavement counsel and support 
is available. 
  
One  important thing to ask the 
Lord to help you to do is to stick to 
your ordinary routines as much as 
you can. That can be a day to day 
challenge. But it will help you as 
you begin to come to terms with a 
new period in your life.  
 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



